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BBT in a nutshell

The BBT s the research outcome of work undertaken by the DARIAH Thesaurus Maintenance WG!2! in an effort to design and establish a coherent
overarching thesaurus for the humanities, under which specialist thesauri and structured vocabularies used across scholarly communities can be

aligned and form a thesaurus federation.
It aims at enabling cross-disciplinary resource discovery while ensuring compatibility with thesauri that cover highly specific scientific domains and
areas of knowledge in development.
It is constructed and maintained collectively by a distributed group of DARIAH affiliated organizations (AA,3! DAL * FORTH,®] FRANTIQ [6]).

[Iwww.backbonethesaurus.eu, 2! www.dariah.eu/activities/working-groups/thesaurus-maintenance,
Bl www.academyofathens.gr, ¥l www.dainst.org, ! www.ics.forth.gr, o www.frantiq.fr

Methodological principles: The design of BBT
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Top Term: materials view mode

BET Version: 1.2.2
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ces that are constituents of material objects or are used in their
construction, but whose individual substance is not a factor in the objects’ function (e.g. gold, water, bricks,
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modelled and are incorperated into objects. Their main attribute is that they cannot be individualized, that is, natural Social Collective Entities
they cannot be distinct "units” with clear and distinct boundaries or roles in respect to other units of the same destructions
or different kind.
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Table of Local Thesauri Connections T fE h
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Submitter
MeTpwpata materials esavaidou
Materialien materials Lena
chemical element materials Tsoulouha
weakly degradable substance materials Tsoulouha
volatile substance materials Tsoulouha
salt materials Tsoulouha
radioactive substance materials Tsoulouha
oxide materials Tsoulouha
organic substance materials Tsoulouha
nutrient medium materials Tsoulouha
non-volatile substance materials Tsoulouha
metal materials Tsoulouha
lipophilic substance materials Tsoulouha
isotope materials Tsoulouha
|||||| materials Tsoulouha
materials Tsoulouha
inscluble substance materials Tsoulouha
acid materials Tsoulouha

Fig. 3: links to BBT top-term “materials”
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Submission form for creating a new term or facet for the BBT
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3 Submitter: Eleni Tsouloucha Institution: FORTH Field of Interest: Linguistics, Formal Semantics, Cognitive Semantics, Historical
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3 Submission Date: 18.09.2018 Version: 1.2 Submission Id: 2037 Status: under discussion
3
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Tsoulouha : Date: 23.03.2019
Apparently BBT cannot accommodate sub-hierarchies at the moment. So the question remains: do we go for a generic "Language”

hierarchy that is broad encugh to serve as hook for both natural AND formal languages to link to? in this case, the distinction would be
made at the level of micro-thesauri/specialist thesauri linked to BBT, not BET itself.

Alternatively, do we take the similarities between natural and formal languages to be trivial/superficial and opt for two separate hierarchies
within BBT?

this question is really open for debate i think.

as for artificial languages, like Esperanto. The fact that there are Esperanto speaking communities (whose native language is Esperanto)
suggests that the boundaries btw artificial/constructed and natural language are very thin.

reference from wikipedia (https:/fen.wikipedia.org/wiki/Esperanto)

Finnish linguist Joukeo Lindstedt, an expert on native-born Esperanto speakers, presented the following scheme[107] to show the overall
proportions of language capabilities within the Esperanto community:

1,000 have Esperanto as their native language.

10,000 speak it fluently.

100,000 can use it actively.

One million understand a large amount passively.

Ten million have studied it to some extent at some time.

habennin : Date: 11.04.2019
| also think that there is an interest to create a distinction between natural and formal languages. That we cannot add the next level down
is a problem

Fig.5: discussing a proposed change
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BBTalk: A tool for federated thesaurus management

d BBT aims to bring together a federation of vocabularies spanning the
Arts and Humanities and to render them interoperable.

[ BBTalk [/l is an online service for managing thesauri integration with the
BBT and updating its content, when necessary.

(d BBTalk offers a thesaurus alignment functionality allowing end users:
0 create links among specialist thesauri and the BBT [Fig. 3].
0 provide evidence confirming/disconfirming the high-level terms of
the thesaurus itself.
[ Clashes between BBT concepts and thesauri aligned to it can be resolved
by updating the content and/or structure of the BBT [Fig. 4].
d Updating the BBT involves the introduction of new high-level terms plus
the deletion/merging or splitting of existing ones.
0 BBTalk keeps track of such actions and allows for version control.
d Changes are implemented after careful consideration and discussion
among the BBT managing team, until consensus is reached.
0 BBTalk supports discussions among end-users and its managing team
[Fig.5].
d BBTalk supports multilingual content.
O BBT content is now available in English, French, German and Greek.

7] https://www.backbonethesaurus.eu/BBTalk/
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