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Thesaurus of the Rome Department (classical archaeology)

„Realkatalog“, the first subject heading tool of the „Instituto di 
Corrispondenza Archeologica“ in Rome, 1836



iDAI.world Thesaurus and the BBT / Camilla Colombi / 18.11.2021

Abteilung RomDeutsches Archäologisches Institut

Thesaurus of the Romano-Germanic commission (European Archaeology and Prehistory)Thesaurus of the Eurasia Department (archaeology Eastern Europe and Asia)

Thesaurus of the Rome Department (classical archaeology) Thesaurus of the Madrid Department (archaeology of the Iberian Peninsula)
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Object database Arachne/iDAI.objects

Database for the documentation of
fieldworks iDAI.field
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Vocabularies of the DAI-libraries

Vocabularies of the iDAI.world-systems
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iDAI.world Thesaurus
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SKOS (Simple Knowledge Organisation System) and the 
online management tool iQvoc
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Vocabularies of the DAI-libraries
• 2015-2019: Evaluation, combination and 

content mapping (11,000 terms in total)
• Mapping of concepts from single projects

(IANUS, Winckelmann, Chronontology)
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iDAI.world Thesaurus

Vocabularies of the DAI-libraries
• 2015-2019: Evaluation, combination and 

content mapping (11,000 terms in total)
• Mapping of concepts from single projects

(IANUS, Winckelmann, Chronontology)



iDAI.world Thesaurus and the BBT / Camilla Colombi / 18.11.2021

Abteilung RomDeutsches Archäologisches Institut

iDAI.world Thesaurus
Vocabularies of the iDAI.world systems
• 2019: iDAI.gazetteer value lists 
• 2020: Integration of iDAI.vocab

• 9,000 terms in total
• Transfer of translations

• 2021: Integration of Arachne/iDAI.objects
• 9,000 terms in total (approx. half 

completed)

Vocabularies of the DAI-libraries
• 2015-2019: Evaluation, combination and 

content mapping (11,000 terms in total)
• Mapping of concepts from single projects

(IANUS, Winckelmann, Chronontology)
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Vocabularies of the iDAI.world systems
• 2019: iDAI.gazetteer value lists 
• 2020: Integration of iDAI.vocab

• 9,000 terms in total
• Transfer of translations

• 2021: Integration of Arachne/iDAI.objects
• 9,000 terms in total (approx. half 

completed)

Vocabularies of the DAI-libraries
• 2015-2019: Evaluation, combination and 

content mapping (11,000 terms in total)
• Mapping of concepts from single projects

(IANUS, Winckelmann, Chronontology)

iDAI.world Thesaurus
approx. 6800 terms
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Fa
ce

ts
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Levels



iDAI.world Thesaurus and the BBT / Camilla Colombi / 18.11.2021

Abteilung RomDeutsches Archäologisches Institut

Example "faience“: nine entries in the various vocabularies/thesauri now only one term in the facet „materials“
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Example “weapons“: from 21 entries in the various vocabularies/thesauri to only one term in the facet “objects”



iDAI.world Thesaurus and the BBT / Camilla Colombi / 18.11.2021

Abteilung RomDeutsches Archäologisches Institut

Scope notes
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Concept view, 
URI and exports
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thesauri.dainst.org
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thesauri.dainst.org

Challenges

• different research traditions of the “old thesauri”
• unfamiliar facets and hierarchies 
• tendency to somehow classify all terms under the well known facets
• not all facets are equally weighted
• concepts formed from two or more words
• actual problem: adjectives
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thesauri.dainst.org

Challenges

• different research traditions of the “old thesauri”
• unfamiliar facets and hierarchies 
• tendency to somehow classify all terms under the well known facets
• not all facets are equally weighted
• concepts formed from two or more words
• actual problem: adjectives

Advantages

• coherent, more logical structure where each concept has its place
• nearly no repetitions or polyhierarchical classifications
• the top terms are generally understandable and can be browsed by everyone
• the structure is very flexible, and every new value list can easily be integrated
• by adopting the structure of the BBT, we could relate to many other thesauri of other institutions
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Who is working on it?

Project leaders: Henriette Senst, Benjamin Ducke (DAI Berlin) 
Coordination: Camilla Colombi (Rome Department), Sabine Thänert (DAI Berlin)
Collaboration: Annika Kirscheneder (Rome Department)

Former staff (since 2015): Reinhard Förtsch (former project leader, DAI Berlin), Lena 
Vitt and Matthias Block (Rome Department), Eleonore Pape, Nina Dworschak and 
Thomas Tews (RGK Frankfurt)
KOHA Integration: Simon Hohl (DAI Berlin)
External collaborators: Fabian Zavodnik (IT)

idai.thesauri@dainst.de
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thesauri.dainst.org
idai.thesauri@dainst.de
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